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Introduction: During your sophomore year at DePaul, your English class will be focusing on a 
writing workshop approach.  This means that we will be forming a writing community that 
shares its experiences and works through a variety of genres.  To start us off on the journey, your 
summer project will be to create an autobiography of yourself as a writer.  You will be writing 
the story of your life—as with most autobiographies—but only focusing on those aspects that 
have influenced your relationship with writing.  I will be using these autobiographies to help me 
get to know you as a writer and your readiness for the type of class we’ll be participating in 
together this upcoming year.  Please write with both honesty and purpose. 
 
Success Criteria: 

1. Compose an autobiography that is at least 1,000 words in length. 
2. Describe your ideal writing environment. 
3. Describe at least 3 experiences with writing in a school setting. 
4. Describe at least 1 experience with writing outside of school. 
5. Analyze the student’s own strengths & weaknesses as a writer. 
6. Analyze how the student’s relationship with writing has changed over time. 
7. The assignment is submitted on the first day of class. 

 
Guiding questions: You do not need to answer all of these, but use them as a jumping-off point 
if you get stuck. 

 If you were going to create the ideal comfortable writing environment for yourself, what 
would it look like?  How is the room set up? What is the noise like? 

 When did you enjoy writing in school?  When didn’t you? How were those experiences 
different? 

 What types of writing assignments have been meaningful for you? Which ones do you 
remember being proud of completing? 

 When have you struggled as a writer? What did you need that you didn’t get? 
 When have you gotten excited about writing and lost yourself in it? 
 What do you like to write about? What style(s) or genre(s) do you enjoy? 
 What are you “good at” in writing?  
 What do you struggle with doing when writing? 
 What do you do when you don’t know what to do next while writing? 
 Do you write more than one draft?  How do you go about deciding what to change for the 

next draft? 
 How has your opinion of writing changed over time? How do you think of it differently 

today than you did in the past? 
 


