
Summer reading and writing assignment  

for DPCR Juniors  

Summer of 2018 

 

Part I.  Students will research online. Suggested resources:   

https://www.greek-gods.org/ 

https://pantheon.org/mythology/greek/  

http://www.theoi.com/  

 

I. Each student should make 20 flashcards. Each one of them should be about a different mythological 

character. One side of the flashcard should have the name and picture of the character and the other 

side will have all pertinent information about him or her. Example: 

 

Side 1 Side 2 

 
Zeus 

Zeus (Jupiter) 
 

One of the 12 Olympians. His power was greater 
than of all the other divinities together. He was 
the supreme ruler. He was Lord of the Sky, the 
Rain-god, and the Cloud-gatherer, who wielded 
the awful thunderbolt. 
 
He dethroned his father, Cronus, and seized the 
power for himself. 
 
He was not omnipotent nor omniscient. He could 
be opposed and deceived. 
 
He is represented as falling in love with one 
woman after another.  
 

  

You will make flashcards for the following characters: 

Titans  The 12 Olympians Other gods and heroes 

https://www.greek-gods.org/
https://pantheon.org/mythology/greek/
http://www.theoi.com/


(Elder gods) 
 
1 Cronus 
2 Ocean 
 
 
 
[Look at part 
one] 

 
1. Zeus (Jupiter) 
2. Hera (Juno) 
3. Poseidon (Neptune) 
4. Hades (Pluto) 
5. Pallas Athena (Minerva) 
6. Phoebus Apollo  
7. Artemis (Diana) 
8. Aphrodite (Venus) 
9. Hermes (Mercury) 
10. Ares (Mars)  
11. Hephaestus (Vulcan and Mulciber) 
12. Hestia (Vesta)  

 
 

 
Demeter (Ceres) 
Dionysus (Bacchus)  
 Perseus, Theseus, Hercules, 
Atlanta.  
 
 

 

 

Part II. Writing. 

 1.- Write one college essay (700 words, Max) using one of the following prompts:  

a) Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they 

believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then 

please share your story. 

b) The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. 

Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, 

and what did you learn from the experience? 

c) Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of 

time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn 

more? 

 

2.- Write a second college essay (700 words, Max) using one of the following prompts: 

 a) Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted 

your thinking? What was the outcome? 

 b) Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an 

intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal 

importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could 

be taken to identify a solution. 

 c) Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal 

growth and a new understanding of yourself or others. 

 



Note: Since you have already worked on these kind of essay, I need you to make a real effort to 

make it the best you can. If you feel you need to write a second or even third essay using more of 

these prompts, please do. This is for you and your future. Feel encouraged to work as hard 

as possible. 

 

Writing an argumentative essay 

 

Have you ever had an argument with somebody? Me too. Sadly, some of those times the volume 

of the voice was louder than the clarity of the ideas. Sometimes we don’t give or don’t get 

enough time to express all that we want to express. That is why writing is so important: nobody 

can interrupt you when you write and you have the opportunity to say all you need to say, and to 

think carefully on how you say it. You can choose every word, every pause, you can go back and 

edit: you can sharpen your idea until is perfectly put into words. 

Now you are about to write an argumentative essay. You will form an opinion and will defend it. 

You will tell me where you (intellectually) come from, when believing something. I need you to 

have your own ideas very clearly displayed in your mind, and to express them with the same 

clarity. 

 

Topic: for you, is technology (smartphones, the internet, etc…) making us smarter or 

dumber? Are we using those resources in a meaningful way or are we spending too much time 

looking at kitty pictures instead of being aware of the news and current global events? What is 

the difference between information and knowledge? Do we have and use both, thanks to our 

access to technology?  

 

REGARDLESS OF YOUR PERSONAL OPINION, You will write one argumentative 

essay for EACH ONE OF THE SIDES of this discussion. You are encouraged to do some 

research. If you do, please don’t forget to quote and to cite your references. 

Each essay should be 2-3 pages long. 

 


